
 
MicroPatent offers full-text patent searching of US, European, Patent Cooperation Treaty (WO), French, Great 

Britain, and German patent records as well as the front page of Japanese patent documents. Search one or more 
of the databases, read patent documents, and download PDF images of patent documents. 
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Access the MicroPatent PatSearch database: http://www.micropat.com/cgi-bin/easylogin.  

MacIntosh Users: This site works best with Safari, Netscape, or any browser other than Internet Explorer.

First time users must complete the EZ-Login process. 
Micropatent EZ-Login process 
Visit the Micropatent login web site http://www.micropat.com/cgi-bin/easylogin and complete the following steps. 
1. Enter your PNNL email address in the box provided and click Submit. 
2. An email message with a 4-digit confirmation code and link to the Micropatent login site is sent to you within 5 

minutes.  
3. Go to the login link in the message, enter your e-mail address, and click Logon to MicroPatent. You will be 

prompted to enter the emailed 4-digit confirmation code.  
4. Future logins require you to enter your e-mail address and then you will go directly into the system.  
For more help or questions about EZ-Login contact the Information Desk at 509-372-7430 or pnl.techlib@pnl.gov. 

How do I download a PDF copy of a patent if I already know the patent number? 
1. After logging in, click the Order Patents and File Histories link at the top of the Micropatent home page. 
2. In the ORDER PATENT COPIES text box, type the patent number(s) you want to download. Enter one patent 

number per line. The patent number must include the country code http://www.micropat.com/countrycode.html 
as a prefix with no spaces between the country code and patent number. Examples: US6629040, 
WO2002054287, EP1265269 

3. Click the Patent Copies button to the right of the text box to place your order.  
4. The MicroPatent® Document Availability and Pricing screen lists the patent(s) you requested, pages, and 

frequently the title. Download PDF Format - Complete Documents is the default format from the Delivery 
Options drop down menu. You may choose another option if you prefer. Click the Submit Order button. 

5. It may take a few seconds to several minutes to prepare your order for download. Click the Click Here for 
Current Order Status button. When the documents are ready, the button will be replaced by one or more links. 

6. Right click a link and choose Save Target as (IE) or Save Link as (Netscape) to download the PDF document 
or zip file to your computer. 

7. Open and read individual patent files with the Acrobat Reader or unzip zip files before opening with the Acrobat 
Reader. 

Costs: Most patents are available at no charge; however patents from the Exceptional Documents Collection 
incur a fee. The amount will be listed on the download screen before you submit your order. . You will be 
contacted to provide a work package by library staff when we receive the monthly MicroPatent bill.  
Detailed information about document costs is available at http://www.micropat.com/0/new_patentdoc9809.html.  

How do I look for patents by Inventor or Assignee? 
1. Log in and select Full Text Searching: PatSearch® FullText. 
2. Use the checkboxes to select the databases you want to search.  
3. Select a date range in the Years to Search drop down menu. 
4. Choose a field from the Limit by drop down menu. You my search multiple fields simultaneously. 
Note: US patents published before 1971 have limited field searching options. All fields except patent number, 
publication date, and US Class Codes, are indexed as part of the text. Search for inventors, assignees, and claims 
by selecting Full Patent Spec. in the Sections to Search drop down menu and entering terms in the Search Text 
for box. 
5. Enter key terms in the search box and click Search. 
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How do I search for patent documents by keyword? 
1. After logging in, select Full Text Searching: PatSearch® FullText. 
2. Use the checkboxes to select the databases you want to search.  
3. Select a date range in the Years to Search drop down menu. 
4. Choose search fields using the Selections to Search drop down menu. You may search all fields by choosing 

Full Patent Spec. for a broad search. Select Title or Abstract or Claims, Title or Abstract for a more focused 
search. 

5. Enter keywords in the Search Text for box and click Search. 

 

Search Tips 
• Inventor Names: Names are indexed both as individual words and as phrases. Begin with the last 

name.  
o MicroPatent recommends using the bound phrase method for inventor searches. This requires 

using an underscore between words.  Examples: Graff_Gordon_L or Graff_G* 
o You may also use the adjacency operator. Example: Graff ADJ Gordon  
o Search names as a phrase using quotations marks. Example: “Graff Gordon” 

• Search Operators: MicroPatent supports Boolean operators, adjacency searching, and mathematical 
value searching. If you do not specify an operator, AND is the default. A complete list of search 
operators and examples is available at 
http://www.micropat.com/mp_help_desk/psft_help/search_operators.htm. 

• Wildcards: Wildcards can be used at the beginning, in the middle, or the end of a word. 
o Use the asterisk (*) to substitute for none or many characters. Example: semiconduct* retrieves 

semiconductor, semiconductors, semiconduting, etc. 
o Use the question mark (?) to substitute for only one character. Example: sterili?e retrieves sterilize 

or sterilise  
• Phrase Searching: Enclose one or more terms in quotations marks (“ ”) to search for them together as 

a phrase: Example: “solid oxide fuel cell” 
• Hyphenated Terms: Hyphens are treated as a space. Search for hyphenated terms using the 

adjacency operator or as a phrase. Example: fiber ADJ optic or “fiber optic” 

How do I view and order patent documents that I find during a search? 
• The first 50 records retrieved by your search are displayed after you click the Search button. Use the 

navigation buttons at the top and bottom of the screen to look at additional pages of results. 
• Results are displayed in an unsorted list, but three sort options are provided in the drop down box next to the 

GO button. You may sort by issue date, primary international class (IPC), or by Assignee/Applicant. Make a 
selection and click GO. 

• Click the check box next to the patent number to select relevant patent documents. 
o Use the Order/Download button to pre-fill the ORDER PATENT COPIES form and download PDF copies 

of the patent documents. Follow the instructions on this sheet under How do I download a PDF copy of a 
patent if I already know the patent number? to complete the process. 

o Find Similar will generate a new query using words extracted from the records you selected. You may 
select fields from the Find Similar search form. The query may take several minutes to complete. 

• Click the patent or application number button to open the full-text HTML document. 
o Family Lookup displays equivalent patents and patent applications for the same invention submitted in 

multiple countries. 

How do I set up an alert to receive email notification about new patents in my field? 
1. Click Full Text Searching: PatSearch® FullText from the MicroPatent home page. 
2. Conduct a search for the alert topic you want to create. 
3. Click the Search icon at the top or bottom of your search results to return to the search page. 
4. Open Search History by clicking the link at the top of the search page. 
5. In the Action column of the Search History table, click Alert.  
6. Complete the Alert Form selecting your preferred delivery options. 
7. Click the Submit button at the bottom of the form to initiate the alert. 
Additional MicroPatent help is available at http://www.micropat.com/mp_help_desk/psft_help/psft_help.htm.  
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